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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment received on August 28, 2006 has been entered in full. 

2. Applicant's amendment to the claims has been entered and based on the amendments, claim 
rejections under 35 USC 112, first paragraph, on the respective claims have been withdrawn. Based 
on the amendments to the claims, the rejections on claims 1-3 and 6-12 under 35 USC 103 have 
been withdrawn. However, claims 13-15 still stand rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 13, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,608,914 in view of Lu et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,550,928. 

Regarding claim 13, Yamaguchi discloses: 
• a TV camera (a living body information imaging means) to detect the human face (living 
body information) (column 4, lines 54-57, column 5, lines 22-23). 
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• a registration information holding section, 18, (a registration data storage means) for storing 
a registration data (figure 1, column 6, lines 15-16 and lines 63-65). 

• A recognition section, 16, (an identifying means) for identifying the living body information 
by comparing the living body information achieved with the registration data stored in 
registration information holding section, 18, (column 6, lines 19-25). 

• A registered information updating section, 20, (an optimization candidate data extracting 
means) which outputs data using instructions (extracting optimization candidate data) for 
data renewal (column 7, lines 20-22 and 36-39; column 8, lines 4-11) where plurality of 
different data is extracted. 

Yamaguchi does teach extracting multiple or plurality of data but Yamaguchi does not teach 
the step of storing (or accumulating) the data extracted by registered information updating section, 
20, (optimization candidate data extracting means) in the memory (optimization candidate data 
storage means) for a predetermined period and then sending this data for data renewal. It is an 
inherent fact that a memory is nothing but a circuit that holds the data and thus providing a delay 
between input and output ports of the circuit and a memory designer does design the memory 
according to the delay desired, therefore inherendy such a delay (accumulation or storage) time for 
which memory stores a data is predetermined. However, Lu discloses a processing unit 216 which 
compares the parameters calculated by block 204 to the reference parameters, which are stored in 
the Eigenface parameter library file 202, relating to each of the known viewers, and determines the 
scores between the parameters of the face in the current image and the parameters of each of the 
known viewers and these scores are further sent to block 208 which stores these scores in an 
Eigenface recognition file 210 (column 16, lines 48-58). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to use the method of Lu of storing data extracted by a processing unit into a memory storage 
unit by in the invention of Yamaguchi. One would have been motivated to use the method of Lu of 
storing data extracted by a processing unit into a memory storage unit in the invention of 
Yamaguchi because both references are directed towards biometric identification process and system 
and Lu furdier provides the well-known concept of storing the extracted data into a memory so that 
the data stored can be routed to other processing elements of the system for further processing as 
required and will provide a better accessibility and data synchronization during data transfer to other 
units of the system and further adding that it being inherent that a computing device cannot work or 
function without the memory or storage. 

Yamaguchi further discloses a registration information holding section, 18, (a renewal storage 
means) for storing the newly renewed plural data and it is clear that if a update or renewal is done to 
replace the old data, it makes it obvious that the new data to be stored will have higher priority than 
the old registration data and this is the basic purpose of renewing the old data. Yamaguchi further 
discloses that "if no recognition has been made for a longer time period, the update method for 
recognition method is decided" (col. 8, lines 30-40), thus older data stands no priority and all the 
higher priority goes to the renewed data (or new stored data). Yamaguchi also further provides a 
graph in figure 2, which shows that in case of a living body information, the similarity degree lowers 
as the number of days are elapsed. The data entry only once is hot sufficient for conducting accurate 
authentication, thus renewed data with respect to time achieves a higher priority than the older data. 

Claim 13 further recites a living body identifying system that is equipped with optimization 
candidate data storage means and a renewal storage means. Yamaguchi's invention combined with 
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Lu's invention provides such a device. Further Yamaguchi discloses that such a device structure is 
feasible by using a personal computer (a center device) with a frame grabber connected with TV 
camera (column 4, lines 54-67). Examples of such a system can be referred to as ATM machine, an 
airport security system etc. 

The claim further recites "renewing the registration data when a renewing request is made". 
Yamaguchi clearly discloses renewing the registration data and further adding it being inherent that 
if a system is used to renew the data, it needs some instructions or it needs to be programmed by a 
user without which it won't work and such a programming makes it possible to renew the data when 
the renewing request is made through the system. 

Claims 14 and 15 have been similarly analyzed and rejected as per claim 13. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Reasons of Allowance: 

5. Claims 1-3 and 6-12 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons of allowance: 

Both the instant invention and the closest prior art Yamaguchi et al, U.S. Patent No. 
6,608,914, are directed to a living body identifying system and method. The instant invention further 
recites the limitation "a circuit for maintaining: a first threshold value used for identification, a 
second threshold value set to be lower than the first threshold value, and an error value, wherein 
said error value is not more than the second threshold value" in claim 1, which is not taught by the 
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prior art of record. Therefore claim 1 is allowed. All other claims depending on claim 1 are allowable 
at least by dependency on claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to diis final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Manav Seth whose telephone number is (571) 272-7456. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



Manav Seth 
Art Unit 2624 
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